
Although the physical content of the library wasn’t going to change, 

we believed an updated software portal would give the existing 

library a new lease of life and attract more and more pupils form the 

school to get involved.

We were approached by MLS – Junior Librarian.net with a product 

that seemingly matched our requirements and the way in which the 

software and attributes of the system were introduced gave us very 

little questionable doubt that this would be the system for us.

There were a number of areas of the software we were extremely 

interested in, especially being able to review and search the entire 

existing physical library content ‘online’ which would allow students 

to search remotely by author or title, see the covers, read the blurbs 

and then if so desired, reserve the books.  Pupils were able to access 

the software from home either via a PC or mobile device and with a 

simple 4 digit pin and be able to scan through over 5000 books held 

in stock and choose their favourites. 

 

Hilltop Primary School had used the same library software for well over a decade and with a recent renovation of the facility we 

wanted to update the software an operational procedures as well as introduce the opportunity for our pupils to be able to interact 

remotely via a web portal that the current software just didn’t accommodate.  

It also allowed the pupils to write reviews on books they had read 

and share with their classmates.  This tied in beautifully with pupil 

reading records and the ability to have these online is a big step 

forward in the schools (and their own) progression to update 

facilities to meet the demands of an ever evolving online presence.

Once the initial cataloguing of the system was completed, along 

with ticketing every book (which does take it’s time but easily 

manageable if you have enough helping hands) we found it very 

easy to sign books in and out with a simple ‘2 scan’ barcode system.  

Each pupil has their own code that we hold in the library as a master 

but also a copy with the class teachers, meaning anyone can scan 

out books with complete ease.  For the school, this benefi ts us 

greatly as all manner of stats become available such  as a breakdown 

of hirers by class, book type and even gender and we can monitor 

closely the reading habits of pupils within the school at the touch 

of a button.

It also allowed the pupils to write reviews 
on books they had read and share with 
their classmates. 
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We are only in the very early stages of understanding the full software but have pretty much self-taught ourselves, initiated 10 junior librarians 

to support and managed to catalogue and eff ectively manage a library of over 5000 books with minimal issues. 

We also purchased the OverDrive EBook facility that gives pupils access to over 1000 new books on-line so pupils can not only now look and 

reserve books in our own library but also use mobile devices or PC’s to read EBooks that’s increased our overall library content by 20% and all 

for the less than £20 per week!

I would highly recommend MLS and Junior Librarian to any Primary that wants to update its library facility – it does take a committed team to get 

it all up and running and don’t get me wrong – ticketing, scanning and cataloguing 5000 books isn’t a walk in the park 

but for the kids to log-in and be able to search books with title pages, pictures, details on 

the author, blurbs and comparable titles was a huge improvement to 

our existing library and then adding Overdrive on as well bought 

our outdated and ageing library well into the 21st century!!
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